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no definite steps to prepare for such a consummation. That
it would come about of itself some day was the hope of a few ;
but the majority were sceptical and took no actual step in
that direction. Nevertheless, the rulers were so uneasy that
every sign of opposition in the Senate was immensely exag-
gerated, and every plot, whether real or imaginary, led to
a regular massacre among the prominent members of the
aristocracy. Thus one by one the noblest families vanished
from the scene for ever, and carried with them their dreams
of restoring the ancient constitution with the Senate at
its head.

The atmosphere which surrounded these princes was
indeed heavy with guilt and crime. Tiberius, the best of the
four, was already embittered and depressed by the cold
unfriendliness of Augustus, and found himself from the
beginning of his reign in a very awkward situation. Beside
him stood the imposing figure of Livia, the widow of Augustus,
to whom he owed his accession. The great body of those
who had been prominent in the previous reign, together with
many of the Roman aristocracy, were hostile to him. They dis-
liked his pride, reserve, and coldness, and refused to recognize
his right to rule. The opposition knew that he was unwilling
to pass over his son Drusus in favour of Germanicus whom
he had been obliged to adopt, and therefore they praised up
Germanicus, who was a general favourite, till they made him
out more than human. Life at court became quite impossible
when Germanicus died in the East, where he had been sent
to govern. He probably died a natural death; but the
natural death of a young man was incredible to that genera-
tion. The wife and children of Germanicus, and also the
people of Rome, were convinced that he was the victim of
a crime engineered by Tiberius and Livia.

It is not surprising that Tiberius left Rome, where he was
surrounded by intrigue and hatred, and settled at Capri.
From there he tried to rule the empire. The one man whom
he trusted was Sejanus, the praefect of the praetorian guard.
Him he left as his representative at Rome, and allowed, for
the security of his position, to quarter his men in special
barracks in one of the suburbs. Thus Sejanus became the
virtual ruler of the city. Meantime, as a matter of course,
the palace intrigues and the rivalry between the relations of
Germanicus and Drusus went on without a break, till Sejanus